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Fiber to the Premise Construction
Continues in 2008

The year 2008 will be busy for Federated Telephone and our contractors as we continue
to build out our fiber network throughout our service area. Federated will once again be
working with the following contractors:

Ripleys, Inc. of Erhard, Minnesotae Ri pl ey 6s wi | | provide
|l ati on of the fiber. One of Federatedos
during the construction.

J. Carlson Construction~ J . Car |l sonbés crew splices tnh
also installs the fiber into the members home or office.

Construction plans for 2008 are as follows.

1. Rural Holloway: Contractors for Federated Telephone will resume construction in
the rural Holloway area as soon as possible this spring. There are approximately
100 miles to be plowed within this service area.

2. Correll Exchange:After the contractors have completed the rural Holloway area,
they will move into the Correll Exchange. The entire Correll Exchange will be
completed this year with approximately 114 miles.

3. Rural Chokio & Alberta: The rural areas of the Chok#dberta Exchange will
follow the completion of the Correll Exchange with approximately 200 miles.

Inside this issue: These plans call for constructing over 414 miles. We ask for your patience and under-
standing as we attempt to complete this project and provide all of our membership with
Phone Discounts fop a fiber optics connectiol®f course, Mother Nature will have the final say!
Low Income

If you are a member in these construction areas, please watch the newsletter and your
Administrative 2 mail for more details. If you are contacted by a technician for Federated Telephone or J.
Professionals Carlson Construction, please respond to them as soon as possible to keep the project

running smoothly.
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Phone Discount for Low Income

There are several programs that provide assistance with paying your phone bill. The Lifeline program is fed-
erally funded and will provide a credit of up to $9.13 each month on your phone bill. To be eligible, you
must be enrolled in one of the following programs:

Medicaid 135 % of the 2008 Federal
Poverty Income Guidelines

Food Support (food stamps)
Household Size Income

1 $14,040
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 2 $18,900

Low Income

1
I Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP)
1

Discounts Available q

Federal Public Housing Assistance 3 $23,760
4 $28,620

If you qualify for a Lifeline credit, you will also qualify for the 5 $33,480

Telephone Assistance Plan (TAP). This program offers an ad- Each additional person $4.860
ditional $1.75 monthly discount on your phone bill. '

ﬂ Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

For more information or an application, please contact our office by dialing 611 from your home
phone or 324-7111.

Administrative Professionals Day

News
from the
Board Room.

The Board of Directors for both Farmers
Mutual Telephone Company and Federated
Telephone Cooperative wish to be open and
informative with our memberships.

While no decision nor formal plans have
been approved or adopted by either coop
erativeds board of |di
has occurred over the last year regarding|
the possibility of merging the two compa-
nies into one cooperative.

At this point, the boards are looking at the
pros and cons and are simply discussing the
possibility.

More information will be provided to the
memberships of both cooperatives if discps-
sions progress.

THANK YOU TAMMY , JERI, SHELLEY,
KARIN, RUSTY AND TAMMY FOR YOUR
HARD WORK AND DEDICATION
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!







